The staff of the laboratory provides expert testimony
in hundreds of civil and criminal cases in Federal and
State courts throughout the Nation.

Descriptions of two examples of the kinds of assistance
rendered by this evidence analysis follow.

(1)   Recently, one of the Division's firearms techni-
cians appeared as an expert witness for a western State
in a homicide trial. It was alleged that the defendant
replaced the barrel of the murder weapon to prevent the
ballistics comparison of the fatal bullet with bullets from
the pistol used in the crime. The testimony of the expert
supporting the contention that the barrel had been re-
placed subsequent to the crime played a part in the con-
viction of the defendant.

(2)   The examination of evidence and the subsequent
testimony by two members of the staff were instrumental
in the conviction of two persons in a miclwestern city who
had been charged with the boobytrap bombing death of
a policeman.

Tracing firearms. Tracing firearms is another important
feature of the State assistance aspect of the Gun Control
Act An ATF representative visited major firearms manu-
facturers m Europe to establish more effective lines of
communication and obtain unpublished firearms identi-
fication data and records to improve the rate of success-
ful traces.

Existing communications systems were augmented by a
worldwide Telex system to provide instant links with fire-
arms manufacturers in H- countries. During FY 1971,
873 requests for assistance in tracing foreign-made guns
were received from Federal, StatCj and local law enforce-
ment officers, and 82 percent were successfully traced to
the domestic importer.

For example, the theft of 10 firearms, an attempted
robbery, an assault, and a homicide in a New England
State were solved, and four persons arrested as the direct
result of the tracing of a firearm from the manufacturer
to the retail purchaser.

Staff Problems

Laboratory specialists, The staff of the Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms Division Forensic Laboratory was hard-
pressed to meet the demands placed on it by State and
local agencies for assistance with respect to examinations
of evidence. Not only were additional chemists needed
to reduce the backlog of pending requests, but expansion
of the facilities was necessary.

Obtaining additional laboratory space is a top priority
item in the Division. The ever increasing demand placed
on the laboratory staff by the law enforcement profes-
sion, although welcome from a law enforcement point
of view, places a great burden upon the resources of
the Division,

Clerical positions, The number of clerical positions in
relation to the number of special investigators is approach-
ing the critical point in several areas of the country. Stu-
dies are presently under way to determine the optimum
ratio of such positions in an effort to decrease the amount
of paperwork required by the investigative staff,

Requests for assistance. With the additional requests
being received for assistance in the training of State and

Secret Service agents escort presidential car
during 1969 inaugural parade.

local police officers, ATF investigators are finding it
difficult to devote full time to the pure enforcement
activities of the Division,

United States Secret Service

Protection of the President and his family, of the Vice
President, and of certain other specified persons, and
suppression of counterfeiting and of forging of bonds and
checks of the United States are among the law enforce-
ment functions of the United States Secret Service.

The protective functions of the Secret Service have been
added to steadily over recent years, and a new Executive
Protective Service has been established under President
Nixon to provide security for the White House and its
offices, for the President and his immediate family, and
for foreign diplomatic missions located in the Washington,
D.G., area.

The Secret Service also performs special missions, such
as its temporary assignment during FY 1971 to provide
air guards aboard American domestic and international
commercial passenger flights to stem the rash of aircraft
hijackings.

Resources, Appropriations for the Secret Service during
FY 1970 totaled $32,811,000, compared with $22,708,000
for FY 1969. Appropriations for FY 1970 included a
supplement of $4 million, which was authorized to imple-
ment the Executive Protective Service.
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